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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, CLIFTON BENNETT
DARE and JULIAN DUANE HALL, citizens of
the United States, residing at El Cajon, in
the county of San Diego and State of Cali-
fornia, have invented a new and usefal Bar-
rel or Crate, of which thefollowing is a speci-

fication.

Our invention relates to improvements in
the construction of barrels, erates and boxes;
the objects in view being to produce a device
of this character that may be constructed so
as to provide for a thorough ventilation of
the contents during shipment, and hence
their preservation; that is capable of being
readily handled in the same manner as an
ordinary barrel, if the invention be applied
to such artficle; and which may be reduced
in size as the contents thereof are dispensed
or removed, and materially reduced and tele-
scoped when emptied for the purpose of ship-
ment back to the sender or shipper.

With these and various other objects in
view theinvention consistsin certain features
of construction hereinafterspecified, and par-
ticularly pointed out in the elaims.

Referring to the drawings—Figure 1 is a
side elevation of a barrel constructed in ac-
cordance with our invention, the same being
extended its full length as in the act of ship-
ping fruit or other articles. Fig. 2 isa verti-
cal longitudinal sectional view. Fig.3 is a
side elevation, the barrel collapsed or tele-
scoped for reshipment to the original shipper.
Fig. 4 is an elevation of a box or erate con-
structed in accordance with our invention.
Fig. 5 is a detail in side elevation of one of
the vertical stay-rods and ring. ,

Like numerals indicate like parts in all the
figures of the drawings.

In practicing our invention, as when con-
strueting a barrel, we prefer to employ three
sections which we have indicated as 1, 2 and
3, thelatter being the bottom section. These
sections may be constructed of any suitable
material, such as reticulated-wire, papier-
maché, or any other material that is light and
tough, and when constructed of other than
reticulated-wire, the said material is prefer-
ably provided with slits or perforations suffi-
ciently minute to prevent the entrance of in-

sects and yet permitof athorough cireulation
of air throughout the contents. The sections
1 and 2 are bottomless,and the three sections
decrease in size from top to bottom; the upper
section at its bottom beingslightly larger than
the second section at its upper end; and the
second -section at its bottom being slightly
larger than the third section at its upper end,
so that as will be obvious, the three sections
may be telescoped, the upper section receiv-
ing the lower ones. The upper section near
its upper edge i encircled by a metal strap
or hoop 4, and the lower section- at its lower
edge is encircled by a similar strap or hoop 5.
A ring 6, also encircles the upper edge of the
section 1 immediately above the hoop 4, and
to this ring is secured the upper edge of the
section 1. A second ring 7 encircles the
lower edge of the section 1, the outer edge of
said ring projecting beyond the exterior of
the section 1 while the inner edge projects
beyond the interior thereof. The section 2 is
received by the ring 7, and has its exterior at
its upper edge provided with a narrow ring 8
corresponding to the ring 6 of the upper see-
tion and being arranged above the ring 7 of

‘said upper section is designed to abut there-

against when the sections are drawn outfrom
each other. The bottom of the section 2 is
encircled by a metal ring 9, whose external
diameter is the same as the ring 7 and the
ring 6, but whose internal diameter is some-
what less than that of the ring.7-and of the
bottom of the section 2, so that while the
outer periphery of the ring 9 projects beyond
the exterior of the section 2, the inner periph-
ery projects beyond the interior of the sec-
tion 2. The section 3, like the section 2, has
its outer edge encircled by the inner periph-
ery of the ring 9,and above the same is pro-
vided with a ring 10, which rests upon the

ring 9 when the sections are distended. 11

designates the bottom ring, whose external
diameter is the same as the rings 6,7 and 9,
and upon this rests the bottom section 3.
Each of the rings 9, 7 and 6 is provided at
corresponding points with narrow slots 12,
and through these slots pass connecting strips
or standards 13, there being a series of them
employed, in this instance four in number.
The lower ends of the standards or stripsare
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